
We are excited to bring you the 2nd edition of the 
COABA Newsletter. We hope you like our new name 
and our look. Our goal is to bring you updates on 
COABA initiatives, introduce you to COABA members, 
and share upcoming events and resources- all with a 
touch of fun. In this installment, you can check out 
some exciting events that are coming up. Of particular 
interest is COABA’s Webinar on criminal justice 
reform. Also, be sure to mark your calendars for 
COABA Conference 2024! The Conference Committee 
has a great line up of speakers and fun events 
planned.

In this issue you will find an update from the Pediatric 
Behavior Therapy providers’ workgroup aimed at 
providing HCPF with recommendations for pediatric 
care reform. We will also introduce you to COABA 
Student Representative Vanessa Sanz. Vanessa is 
launching a new committee for RBTs, that we are all 
excited about! 

Lastly, read the great news on rate increases that are 
cause for celebration and take a look at Colorado 
BCBAs and RBTs as they attend various conferences 
and events. You may see some familiar faces.

Enjoy! Amy

COABA Newsletter Committee: Matthew Bond, 
Samantha Smalley, Laura Wilhelm, Amy Crye, and 
Bryan Tanner

UPCOMING EVENTS:

BlackCon
● Jul 19-21
● behaviorlive.com/conferences/

Blackcon/home

Women in Behavior Analysis 2024
● Jul 24-26
● thewiba.com

Utah ABA Conference
● August 1 & 2
● ut-aba.org

National Autism Conference
● August 5-8
● www.pattan.net

Arizona ABA Conference
● October 4-5
● azaba.org

Autism Law Summit
● October 17 & 18
● https://autismlawsummit.com/
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Welcome to the Spring Newsletter

COABA Conference
November 8 & 9

coaba.org

https://behaviorlive.com/conferences/Blackcon/home
https://behaviorlive.com/conferences/Blackcon/home
https://www.thewiba.com/post/register-for-the-wiba-conference
http://ut-aba.org
https://www.pattan.net/https/wwwpattannet/Training/Conferences/2024-National-Autism-Conference/Call-for-Posters
https://azaba.org/page-18095
https://autismlawsummit.com/
http://coaba.org


In January, the Department of Health 

Care Policy & Financing (HCPF), established 
four workgroups with the intent of bringing 
providers who utilize funding for Pediatric 
Behavior Therapy (PBT) to make 
recommendations for changes to the system 
which would impact all providers in the state. 
The topics of the workgroups were coding, 
benefits, provider types, and treatment plans. 
While those who participated hope we made a 
positive impact, there are many concerns that 
arose out of this project that COABA would 
like to be transparent about with all of you.

Through additional COABA efforts, we found 
that approximately 99.65% of providers who 
utilize PBT funding are BCBAs. However, 
within these workgroups, BCBAs comprised 
only 48% of the representation. There were 
no beneficiaries receiving ABA asked to 
represent the perspectives of families and 
children receiving these services to advocate 
for services they are currently denied  (i.e. 
parent training). Additionally, HCPF limited 
how many Colorado BCBAs could participate 
in these workgroups while continuously 
expanding how many HCPF representatives 
were present. More confusing was the 
introduction of out-of-state-non-ABA 
providers being brought into these groups 
midway through the process. These providers 
lacked knowledge on Colorado policies, billing 
standards, and Medicaid-funding services.

Furthermore, we learned that HCPF 
introduced Relational Development 
Intervention (RDI), an alternative to ABA,  as a 
service covered under PBT when services 
were moved from waivers. After research on 
this certification, it was found that this is a 
non-evidence-based, non-effective fad 
treatment that would cost the state 
substantial money and give families false 
hope for skill development. 

To-date, there are only 4 published articles 
regarding this service, two of which were 
published from the original author and the 
remaining proving its ineffectiveness and 
questionable methodologies.

All group recommendations were due by 3/31. 
Because these groups were run concurrently, 
there are many stones left unturned as the 
acceptance or rejection of recommendations 
from one group impacts the decisions being 
made in another. Thus, for future 
collaboration opportunities with HCPF, 
COABA is recommending running the groups 
consecutively, in the following order: 
benefits, coding, provider type, treatment 
plan. This will ensure that the decisions made 
in one group can appropriately inform needed 
changes in the subsequent group, it will 
decrease duplicative efforts, and reduce the 
waste of taxpayer dollars.

Overall, the BCBAs that were able to 
participate hope to see a positive change in 
the PBT system! However, we are not overly 
optimistic that the hours of effort dedicated 
to this project will come to fruition due to the 
lack of planning, unbalanced representation 
of the groups, and competing contingencies  
of HCPF. We encourage you to write to your 
representatives, get involved where you can, 
and stay informed on policy changes! We will 
not stop fighting for the children and families 
we serve!

Samantha Smalley, MS BCBA

Policy Follies



Your voice matters. Join the newly formed 
COABA RBT Committee and be a part of 
shaping the future of your profession. We're 
dedicated to addressing the issues that 
directly impact you and your colleagues, 
facing problem-solving discussions, and 
offering valuable resources to RBTs 
statewide. Ready to make a difference? Scan 
the code and complete a brief application to 
get involved today!

Behavior 
Analysts 

in the Wild

ATTENTION RBTS!!

Introducing Your Student 
Representative!

Vanessa Saenz earned a Bachelor of Arts and 
Sciences in Psychology and Sociology from the 
University of Colorado Boulder and a Master of 
Science in Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) 
from National University in La Jolla, CA. Since 
2015, she has built her expertise as a 
Registered Behavior Technician (RBT), 
working in diverse settings across San Diego, 
CA, and Miami, FL. Being fluent in Spanish and 
American Sign Language (ASL), Vanessa 
champions diversity and inclusion in ABA to 
ensure equitable access. With a focus on 
bridging theoretical knowledge and practical 
applications, she advocates for linguistic 
accessibility and cultural responsiveness. As 
Student Representative, Vanessa is poised to 
represent Colorado's ABA community, with an 
aim to foster collaboration and diversity while 
promoting RBT involvement.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd6Ul8Rq6fiDZLksmAG6nR0viMTcqh9hKMP7eHzU5YjE9WEww/viewform?usp=sf_link


COABA and collaborators successfully advocated for
increased Medicaid reimbursement rates for Pediatric
Behavior Therapy in Colorado. This initiative came in
response to more than a dozen therapy providers
closing due to inadequate reimbursement, causing
concern over access to Applied Behavior Analysis
(ABA) therapy for children. Following a Medicaid review
indicating Colorado's rates were significantly below
benchmark, stakeholders urged the Colorado
Department of Health Care Policy & Financing (HCPF)
to seek an emergency increase through the Joint
Budget Committee (JBC). Despite negotiation barriers
with HCPF, JBC members, led by State Senator
Barbara Kirkmeyer, independently proposed and
unanimously approved a rate increase, reallocating
unused funds to cover the cost. This decision is the
first ever emergency supplemental for a provider
service and recognizes the urgency of ensuring
uninterrupted care for children. The JBC took the
issue further and included the rate increase in the next
fiscal year's budget, despite extremely challenging
budgetary decisions.

This decision underscores the commitment of the JBC
to promptly address pressing needs within our
community. COABA Public Policy invites all members
to extend their gratitude to the JBC for their
dedication and responsiveness to this critical issue.
Thanks to their efforts, the crisis affecting access to
autism therapy for children in Colorado is being
addressed proactively, ensuring uninterrupted care for
those in need.

Emily Ice, Ph.D, BCBA-D

Success with Medicaid Rate 
Increases!

Interested in Contributing to Future 
Newsletter Content? Submit ideas here:

While we’ve had this victory, our fight isn’t 
done! Local providers, companies, and 
families continue to urge lawmakers to ensure 
fair reimbursement rates for PBT to ensure 
the children we serve have access to the 
services they deserve! The Denver Post 
recently released an article outlining the 
efforts of local clinics that remain open. A 
local family expresses the benefits their son 
has made from receiving ABA services in our 
State! Check out this article on the Denver 
Post website or by clicking the picture below!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfBgT-EZEBe5ZgxqfSf7C9CwKVBMhk_vwByPQtg1wIAtwQlZA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jN5OhZfxq1Ca3u0xctYc6BXSh-4SlXvx/view
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